
USF I-Corps Teams: 2017 Fall Cohort 
 
 
 
Team 1. Optical Waveguide - Small Diameter Polymer Optical Waveguide 

• PI: Venkat Bhethanabotla, Ph.D. – Chemical & Biomedical Engineering   
• EL: Roger Tipton – graduate student, Chemical & Biomedical Engineering   
• M: Chris John 

 
 
Team 2. Chronic Wound - Chronic Wound Healing Proteases 

• PI: Piyush Koria, Ph.D. – Chemical & Biomedical Engineering  
• EL: Tabitha Boeringer, graduate student – Chemical & Biomedical Engineering   

 
 
Team 3. HomeSense 

• PI: Carla Vandeweerd, Ph.D. – Industrial & Management Systems Engineering    
• PI: Ali Yalcin, Ph.D. – Industrial & Management Systems Engineering   
• M: Ron DeSerranno, Ph.D. 

  
 
Team 4.  Therapeutic Ketosis 

• PI: Csilla Ari D’Agostino, Ph.D. – Psychology  
• EL: Adam Albadawi, graduate student – Psychology   
• M: Jamie Wilson 

   
 
Team 5. WeGo Kids - Parenting with emotional intelligence 

• EL: Supna Shah – Community  
• PI: Parag Shah 
• M: Minnie Ahuja 

   
  
Team 6. Dead Cell Vaccine 

• PI: Chuanhai Cao, Ph.D. – Pharmaceutical Sciences 
• EL: Breanna Brown, graduate student - Pharmacy 
• EL: Ben Yu 
• M: Valerie Riddle   

 
 
 
 



 
Team 7. Dietary Supplements for Women 

• PI: Matt Mullarkey, Ph.D. – Muma College of Business   
• EL: Anna Bahvala, Academic Services Administrator – Muma College of Business –  

  
 
Team 8. Bridges App© – Age-appropriate, Feelings-based Speech Formulation  

• EL: Brenda Jensen – Community  
• EL: Albert Fernandez – Community  
• M: Justin Smith  

  
  
 


