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Charles Stanish is Executive Director of the USF Institute for the Advanced Study of Culture and the Environment & professor of archeology in the College of Arts & Sciences at USF. He moved to USF in 2017 from UCLA where he has been a professor for many years and directed UCLA’s Cotsen Institute. He has published over 100 articles and several academic books, the latest being The Evolution of Human Cooperation, from Cambridge University Press. 

After earning his PhD from the University of Chicago, Dr. Stanish conducted scientific research for over 35 years in South and Central America on the rise and fall of civilizations over the last several millennia. He is a member of the National Academy of Sciences, fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, a member of Sigma Xi, and the Explores Club.
