[bookmark: _GoBack]Ericka Leigh is an entrepreneur and sustainability advocate.  In 2016, she founded Sewn Apart, a social enterprise making bowties out of old clothes as a statement about how much we waste as a society, as well as connecting our agricultural system to the fashion industry. Ericka is active in the Tampa Bay food community working on various projects with different actors regarding hunger and waste management. Currently, she is partnering with Answered Prayers Project, a non-profit restoring dignity in displaced women. She has a genuine passion for making our community and the planet a better place, and an equal passion about food waste minimization, increasing composting efforts, and ways to make the food system more sustainable. Ericka earned her Masters from the Patel College of Global Sustainability at the University of South Florida. She completed her thesis in Lima, Peru while working with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations managing a project linking food security and school gardens.  Ericka is a Tampa native with New York roots and is also working on a series of paintings.


