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As the Assistant Secretary for Strategic Development, Brad Thoburn leads statewide transportation planning, modal development and research for the Florida Department of Transportation. He has more than 25 years of experience specializing in surface transportation and transit planning and public policy. He has a track record of major accomplishments, leadership and innovation as a transportation executive.

Mr. Thoburn has led a major transit system overhaul; planning and development of roadway programs, bus rapid transit and commuter rail; and integration of transportation and land use planning. He has extensive experience developing strategic plans and transportation policy including approaches responding to emerging technologies and trends associated with autonomous and connected vehicles and shared mobility.

Brad previously served as the Southeast Region Practice Lead for Transit and Surface Transportation Planning at Michael Baker International.  Mr. Thoburn also held several key leadership positions in the public sector. As Vice President of Long-Range Planning and System Development at Jacksonville Transportation Authority (JTA), he led the planning and development of some of JTA’s highest profile initiatives. These include the Route Optimization Initiative, First Coast Flyer Bus Rapid Transit, JTAMobilityWorks Complete Streets, Jacksonville Regional Transportation Center planning and concept development, and the Ultimate Urban Circulator (U2C) program.  Brad also served as the State Transportation Development Administrator (Chief Planner) for the Florida Department of Transportation and Director of Planning and Development for the City of Jacksonville.  

Brad is a long-time resident of Florida with his wife, Dearing and two daughters. He was born in Cleveland, Ohio and received a Bachelor of Arts from Washington and Lee University.  
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