
INSTRUCTOR GUIDE

FEEDBACK ON ASSIGNMENTS
The Difference Between Comments and Annotations
Instructors often report that students encounter challenges to finding feedback on Canvas
assignments. Sharing feedback is an essential part to maintaining a positive learner/instructor
experience. Below are the steps to finding comments and annotations on graded assignments.

Finding Comments

01 Go to the Grades section of the course navigation menu.

02 If a comment has been posted to your assignment, a small discussion icon will appear to the
right of your assignment with a number indicating how many comments exist. Select the
discussion icon and the comments panel will open to view the details.
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Finding Annotations
Annotations placed directly on an assignment submission are accessible through the View
Feedback link.

01 This time, on the grades page, select the title of the assignment.

02 The comments you may see on the Submissions Details page are generalized comments, but
to see annotated feedback on the actual submission, select View Feedback.
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03 The assignment submission will open and annotations will be visible.

Viewing Feedback on a Mobile Device
The student experience will vary if they are accessing assignments and feedback through the Canvas
App on a mobile device. Below are the steps to finding feedback on an Apple device.

01 Go to the Grades section of the course navigation menu.
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02 Select the assignment name on which you want to check feedback.

03 Select Submission & Rubric to view feedback.
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04 Annotations will be embedded in the assignment submission. Comments are viewable in the
window below the assignment.
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