Interdisciplinary Education Qualifying Examination
The Nature and Purpose of the Qualifying Examination

The purposes of the qualifying examination are to assess 1) the breadth and depth of students’ knowledge of educational issues across at least two disciplinary areas, 2) the ability to synthesize and integrate this knowledge, 3) the ability to expand and contribute to the knowledge base in their field(s), and 4) readiness to begin the formal doctoral dissertation research.
The qualifying examination is a summative evaluation, requiring students to synthesize and build on their formal preparation for scholarship and involvement in ongoing scholarly opportunities, and allowing them to begin the task of independent research.

Description of Learner Outcomes

As deemed appropriate by the student’s Doctoral Advisory Committee, the qualifying exam will provide evidence of the student’s mastery and facility with the breadth of content and perspectives comprising the student’s program in Interdisciplinary Education.
The qualifying examination is designed to assess the following specific outcomes:

1. Ability to identify a problem, issue, or trend that is important to the knowledge base in education from at least two interdisciplinary perspectives.

2. Ability to synthesize foundational knowledge and disciplinary knowledge bases regarding the problem, issue, or trend to be investigated.

3. Ability to analyze critically the perspectives, approaches, and findings in which the problem, issue, or trend is grounded.

4. Ability to select and describe an approach or position that expands the knowledge base(s), providing a rationale for the selected approach/position.

5. Ability to analyze and describe the resulting findings or perspectives.
6. Ability to interpret results of the analysis and describe the relationship of the results to the existing body(ies) of knowledge or existing perspectives on the problem, trend, or issue.
The resulting examination or paper must (a) clearly reflect the student’s ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate an area of major importance from at least two disciplinary perspectives, and (b) clearly reflect the student’s ability to write a scholarly paper for a particular discursive community.

Qualifying Examination Options
The selection of Option type and, if selected, format within Option II must be approved by the student’s Doctoral Advisory Committee.

Option I:  The 3-day college-wide examination, responding (4-hours per day) to questions in a computer lab.   Questions on two days will address theory and knowledge in at least two disciplines, and questions on one day will address research methodology.

Option II:  The student will develop a scholarly paper that shows the student’s depth of understanding of at least two disciplinary perspectives and appropriate application of methodology(ies) to the topic, problem, issue, or trend.  The following are examples of paper formats.  
A. In consultation with and approval of the Doctoral Advisory Committee, the student will identify an educational problem, issue, or trend, and write a concept paper that integrates theory, knowledge, and research from the multiple disciplines (two or more) represented in the student’s program, and describes a general program of scholarship that will expand or contribute to our knowledge about the problem, issue, or trend.  Maximum of 50 pages, and completed within a semester (allowing committee members time to evaluate the paper).
B. In consultation with and approval of the Doctoral Advisory Committee, the student will identify theory, research and themes from the multiple disciplines (two or more) represented in the student’s program, and will write research questions, an introduction indicating why those questions are important, and a section explicating how those questions will be addressed methodologically.  Maximum of 50 pages, and completed within a semester (allowing committee members time to evaluate the paper).

C. In consultation with and approval of the Doctoral Advisory Committee, the student will identify an educational problem, issue, or trend that may be informed by critical reflection or reanalysis from multiple (two or more) disciplinary perspectives.  The strengths and limitations of existing scholarly contributions on the problem, issue, or trend will be discussed employing multidisciplinary perspectives and different methodological approaches to shed new insights on the subject. Maximum of 50 pages, and completed within a semester (allowing committee members time to evaluate the paper).
The student will submit to the Doctoral Advisory Committee a conceptual overview or outline of the paper that specifies the problem and topic, format, and timeline.  The doctoral advisory committee will review the conceptual overview, determine its acceptability, and share a rubric associated with the paper format.
Procedures for the Interdisciplinary Education Qualifying Examination

1. The student will meet with her/his doctoral advisory committee at least one semester prior to taking the qualifying examination.  The purpose of this meeting will be to identify subject areas of expertise and interest that would fulfill the purposes of the Qualifying Examination.  At this meeting, the student and doctoral committee should select the Exam Option and agree upon the format and parameters of the exam/paper.  See above statement for Option II after examples for additional requirements if the paper option is selected.
2. The Application to Take Doctoral Qualifying Examination form must be completed and submitted to the College of Education Office of Graduate Studies by the deadline stated on the College of Education website.
3. The doctoral committee will evaluate the examination or paper and notify the student of results within three weeks of submission of the exam or paper, or within three weeks of the start of the Fall semester if the student has been granted unanimous permission to write the exam/paper during a Summer semester.  

4. If the doctoral committee determines that the exam/paper does not meet criteria for a Pass, the student will be provided written feedback and meet with the committee to discuss the feedback and determine what is needed to be successful.

5. Students are strongly encouraged to take the qualifying examination during the Fall or Spring semesters.  When taken during the Fall or Spring semester, the outcome of the student’s qualifying examination (Pass or Fail) will be provided to the College of Education Graduate Studies Office within the semester in which the writing was initiated.  Students may write their qualifying examination during the summer only if the doctoral advisory committee agrees unanimously.  If the committee agrees unanimously to allow the student to write the exam/paper in the summer, committee provision of feedback and submission of the outcome will not occur until the immediately following Fall semester.
6. The student will have one opportunity, consistent with COEDU rules, to re-take the exam or revise and re-submit the paper.  The QE exam re-take must be done at least 10-weeks after the first administration and no more than one-year after the first administration.  Two failures of the Qualifying Examination will result in dismissal from the doctoral program in Interdisciplinary Education.
Notification of Students of the Procedures for the Interdisciplinary Education Qualifying Examination

These procedures for the Qualifying Examinations will be provided to students through the following means:
1. Procedures for the qualifying examinations will be posted on the website for the Interdisciplinary Education concentration.

2. Procedures for the qualifying examinations will be provided in general meetings held with students pursuing the doctoral degree in Interdisciplinary Education.

3. Procedures for the qualifying examinations will be given to students by the committee chair at the first meeting of the full committee and, again, at the meeting of the committee to discuss the qualifying examination conceptual overview.
