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Dr.TrinaD.Spencer wasawardedagrantfromthe Department of Education, Institute of Education
Sciences for $1,323,166. This exploratory project leveraged the expertise ofeducationresearchers
(TrinaSpencer, UniversityofSouthFlorida)andcorpus linguists (Randy Reppen and Doug Biber,
Northern Arizona University) to create a large database of K-3 students’ academic language.
Researchers partnered with Hillsborough County Public Schools HOST program to complete this research.

Academiclanguageisthe pivotalskill repertoire for closingtheachievementgapandattention toitis
nearlyabsentinprimarygrades.Dr.Spencer’slong-termgoalistoelevatereadingand writing
achievementbypromoting a sustained focus on academiclanguage beginningassoon as students
enter school. This necessitates detailed knowledge of children’s academic language.

The ALPSresearchteamcollected over 10,000 narrativeandexpositorylanguagesamples from K-3
students. They have transcribed them and now the ALPS team is analyzing the samples to create
comprehensive linguistic profiles of students’ vocabulary and grammar focusing especially on the
differences between students with above average and below averageskills.Thesegapsindicate
where interventionshouldbedirected.

Becausetheoverarchingaimofthiseffortistoreducethelanguage-basedachievementgap, theresults
willinformthe future development of academiclanguage educational materials. Researchers will also
produce grade level sequences of vocabulary and grammatical features thateducatorscanaddress
duringcoreinstruction.
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