
FICCI-IIFA Global Business Forum 2014 
Convention Centre 

Tampa Bay, Florida, April 24- 25, 2014 
 

Theme: “Indo-U.S. Partnership: A Catalyst for Economic Growth” 
 

Thursday (24 April, 2014) 

7:30AM- 
9:00AM 

Breakfast & Registration 

9:00AM-
9:10AM 

Welcome Remarks 
Bob Buckhorn, Mayor of Tampa 
Al Higginbotham, Commissioner Hillsborough County 
 

9:10AM-
9:20AM 

Keynote 1 – The Indian Industry Perspective 
Harshvardhan Neotia, Vice President, Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry 
  

9:20AM-
9:40AM 

Keynote 2-Tampa Bay & Florida- Open for Business 
Pam Bondi, Attorney General of Florida 
 

9:40AM- 
10:00AM 

Keynote 3- The American Industry Perspective 
Diane Farrell, Acting President US India Business Council 
 

10:00AM-
10:15AM 

Keynote 4:  The Indian Government Perspective 
Ajit Kumar, Consul General of India, Atlanta 

 

10:15AM- 
10:30AM 

Global Leadership Honors 

10:30AM- 
10:45AM 
 

Coffee Break 

10:45AM- 
12:00PM 

Plenary Session 1: Challenges and Opportunities in Indo-US Commerce  
 
Opening Remarks:  
Dr. Didar Singh, Secretary General, Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry 
 
In Conversation With: 
Bharat Desai, Chairman and Co-founder, Syntel 
Avinash Vashistha, Chairman & Managing Director, Accenture Services Private Limited 
Ranjit Yadav, President , TATA Motors Ltd  
Madhu Vuppuluri, President & CEO, Essar Steel Minnesota LLC  
 
Moderated by Rachel Riley, Tampa Tribune 

12:00PM- 
1:00PM 

Lunch & Networking Event 

1:00PM- 
2:15PM 
 
 
 

Plenary Session 2: On Resource Efficiency 
 
Keynote 5: World Environment Order 
Dr. RK Pachauri, TERI Chairman & Chairman United Nations Panel on Climate Change  
 
In Conversation With: 
Ananth Prasad, Secretary, Florida Department of Transportation 



Sanjeev Gupta, Managing Director, Accenture India 
Arvind Vijh, Director, Deloitte Canada 
Jim Stikeleather, Chief Innovation Officer, Dell Services 
 
Moderated by  Alexis Muellner, Tampa Bay Business Journal 

2:15PM- 
3:30PM 

Plenary Session 3: India-US Collaboration in Life Sciences - Safe & Affordable Healthcare 
Opening Remarks by Dr. Kiran Patel, Chairman, Freedom Health Insurance  
 
In Conversation With: 
Sarvajna Dwivedi, Co-Founder & Chief Scientific Officer, Pearl Therapeutics, Inc. 
Girish Navani, C.E.O. of eClinical Works 
Manpreet Anand, Senior Advisor, US Agency for International Development 
Nandini Tandon, Vice Chairman, El Camino Hospitals, California 
 
Moderated by Shyam Mohapatra, University of South Florida 

3:30PM- 
3:45PM 

Coffee Break 

3:45PM- 
3:55PM 

Keynote 6: A Business Leader’s Perspective 
N.R. Narayana Murthy, Co-Founder and Executive Chairman of Infosys Ltd. 
 

3:55PM-  
4:30PM 

Q&A 
With Rakeysh Om Prakash Mehra, Film Director and NR Narayana Murthy 

4:30 PM- 
5:15 PM  

 
Evening Reception  
 

Friday (25 April, 2014) 

7:30AM-
8:00AM 

Registration 

8:00AM-
9:00AM 

Plenary Session 4:  Opportunities in Tourism 
 
In Conversation With: 
DT Minich, Executive Director, Visit St Petersburg Clearwater 
Susannah Costello, Vice President, Visit Florida 
Jim Dean, President Busch Gardens  
Asif Burza, CII President,  on behalf of J&K and the FICCI Forum 
 
Moderated by Santiago Corrada, Visit Tampa Bay 

9:00AM- 
9:45AM 

Plenary Session 5: Business Leaders Insights: Horizon Next 
 
In Conversation With: 
Bharat Desai, Chairman and Co-founder, Syntel;  
Sajan Pillai, Chief Executive Officer, UST Global 
 
Moderated by Sri Sridharan, University of South Florida 

9:45AM- 
11:00AM 

Plenary Session  6: Education and Skills Development 
 
In Conversation With: 
Renu Khator, President, University of Houston  
T. Muralidharan, Chairman, TMI Group 
Vinod Bhat, Pro Vice Chancellor Manipal University 
Judy Genshaft, President, University of South Florida  
 
Moderated by Moez Limayem, University of South Florida   



11:00AM- 
11:15AM 

Coffee Break 

11:15AM- 
12:30PM 

Plenary Session 7: US-India Collaboration in the Services Sector 
 
In Conversation With: 
Raj Biyani, Managing Director, Microsoft IT India 
Mukesh Aghi ,Chief Executive Officer,  L&T Infotech  
Partha Sarathi Guha Patra, Vice President, Wipro  
Jeff Lande, President, The Lande Group 
 
Moderated by Jack Harris, WFLA Radio 

12:30PM-
1:45PM 

Lunch, Expo and B2B Networking Event 

1:30PM- 
1:45PM 

Keynote 7: The US Congress Perspective 
Gus Bilirakis,  United States Representative Florida 12th Congressional District 
 

1:45PM- 
3:00PM 

Plenary Session 8: Opportunities in Sports Management 
Rinku Singh, Pitcher, Pittsburgh Pirates 
John Paul Basile, Associate Vice President, National Basketball Association 
 
Moderated by  William Sutton, University of South Florida 

3:00PM-  
3:15 PM 

Coffee Break 

3:15PM- 
3:45PM 

Keynote 8: The US Government Perspective 
Nisha Desai Biswal, United States Assistant Secretary of State 
 

3:45PM- 
4:15PM 

Plenary Session 9:  Girl Rising Project 
 
Introduced by Priyanka Chopra, Actress  and Tara Abrahams, Girl Rising Project  
 

4:15PM– 
5:00PM 

Closing Session & Reception: Women Leaders- Shaping Tomorrow 
 
In Conversation With: 
Priyanka Chopra, Actress  
Shabana Azmi, Actress and Social Activist 
Tara Abrahams, Deputy Director, Girl Rising  
 
Moderated by Renu Khator, University of Houston 

 
 
 

Media & Entertainment Track 
 
 

Friday (25 April, 2014) 

 

11:00AM- 
11:45AM 

 

 Welcome Address:  
Santiago Corrada, CEO & President, Visit Tampa Bay Convention Bureau 
 
 Opening Keynote Address:  
 Anil Kapoor, Actor 

 



11:45AM- 
12:30PM 

Incentives & Locations 
 
Presentation by: 
Neeraj Khubchandani, Associate Director & Head - India Desk for the US West Coast Region, 
Ernst & Young LLP 
 
In Conversation With: 
Dale Gordon, Executive Director, Tampa Hillsborough Film & Digital Media Commission 
Asif Burza, CII President,  on behalf of J&K and the FICCI Forum 
Mukesh Bhatt, Film Maker 
Boney Kapoor, Film Maker 
 
Moderated by Kulmeet Makkar, CEO, Film & TV Producers’ Guild of India 

12:30PM-  
1:30PM 

Lunch 

1:30PM- 
2:30PM 

Exploring Synergies between India and the US – Visual Technologies, Creative Collaboration 
and Talent Opportunities  
 
In Conversation With: 
Ramesh Sippy, Director and Film Maker 
Anupam Kher, Actor & Producer 
Sharad Devrajan, Co-Founder and CEO, Graphic India  
Anjula Acharia Bath, CEO, DesiHits 
 
 
Moderated by Rajan Shah, SAMMA 

2:30PM- 
3:30PM 

Closing Keynote  
Sakina Jaffery, Actress   

 

 
 


