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By Mark Schreiner (Send E-Mail)

ST. PETERSBURG (2012-01-16) - Students in a USF Saint Petersburg political science class
are learning first-hand how presidential campaigns are run.

Professor Judithanne Scourfield McLauchlan taught the Road to the White House course in
2004 and 2008, sending students to New Hampshire for the first-in-the-nation Presidential
primaries. This year, because of the early Florida primary and the GOP National Convention
in Tampa, she decided to keep students close to home to show them the importance of the
‘Sunshine State in the nomination process.

Students are learing how much dedication and hard work goes into a campaign by
volunteering to work either for a candidate or for one of the two major political parties.

"Each of the students chooses his or her own placement, I don't assign the placement,”
McLauchlan said.

"Actually getting out there in the field and working with staffers and being at candidate
events, that's really the opportunity to kind of see on the front lines, what it's like and
‘what goes into the campaign and what the strategy is, really from the inside, as far as
what the message is and what the targeting is and how they're approaching their campaigr
strategy.”

Junior Jaryd Vartanian is volunteering for the Ron Paul campaign. He likes the fact that the course encourages young
people to get personally involved in politics, particularly those who say they don't want to vote because they feel their
opinion doesn't matter.

“It's really sad, but I think it's really important to get involved because if you feel that way, the only way to change it is
get involved and change it."

And that direct involvement, says McLauchlan, is the greatest teaching tool she can offer.

“On the assignment, T have one of my favorite quotations from Confucius—'T hear and I forget, I see and I remember, T
do and I understand.”

‘Students are expected to intern at least forty hours on the campaign.
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Mitch Perry. “USF St Pete Students Choose GOP Campaigns to Work on.” Creative Loafing 13 January 2012.
http://cltampa.com/dailyloaf/archives/2012/01/13/usf-st-pete-students-choose-gop-campaigns-to-work-on#.TxQiufnSRmx  
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Dr. Scourfield McLauchlan was interviewd by Mike Salinero, “Gingrich Bills himself as Unifier.”Tampa Tribune. 25 January 2012.
Mitch Perry. "Hitting the trail: A USF St Pete Class Gets Hands on Experience in presidential campaigning."  Creative Loafing. 26 Jan-1 Feb, 2012, pp. 23-24
http://cltampa.com/tampa/hitting-the-trail/Content?oid=2796135
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USF students ready to help Presidential campaigns

Candidates look for help at USF St. Pete
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ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. - In a USF St. Petersburg
classroom, one of the students could hold the key
to the White House.




Ed Pilkington and Amanda Michel. “Obama campaign leaves Mitt Romney trailing as focus shifts to November.” UK’s The Guardian. 4 April 2012. http://m.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/apr/04/obama-campaign-romney-trails-november-election?cat=world&type=article
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As an example of the kind of activism and civic engagement that comes from
participation in a citizen scholar course such as the Road to the White House, | share this
interview (Channel 10 News) with a Road to the White House student (Melissa
DePasquale) regarding the pending student loan rate increase.

Click here to watch the video of the television interview:

Channel 10 News Story about Student Loan Rates

Here s the transcript from the Channel 10 website:

htp:/ /www.wisp.com/news/ local /story.aspx2storyid=253330

ST. PETERSBURG, Florida -- The clock is ticking on Congress to come up with a plan to
prevent student loan interest rates from doubling.

On July 1, the College Cost Reduction and Access Act, passed in 2007, is st to expire,
raising rates on federal loans from 3.4 percent to 6.8 percent.

For Melissa Depasquale, a student at the University of South Florida's . Petersburg
campus, it could be a huge setback to her goal of going to law school after graduation.
It would have a massive effect on me. | mean, Im going to my grave with these loans,”
she explained.

Without an extension, college will get more expensive for seven million students.

Rep. Kathy Castor (D-FL) held a press conference on Monday highlighting a 61-day
‘countdown until the deadline, stressing the need to get a deal done.

I urge all my colleagues in Washington to get a move on,” Castor said.





Amanda Pretulac. “Students take political journey in the spring 2012 class.” Crows Nest. 7 November 2012, pp 5
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In spring 2012 students will
have the opportunity to get hands-
on experience with presidential
campaigns by registering for The
Road to the White House course,
POS 3931, taught by Professor Ju-
dithanne Scourfield McLauchlan.
The class will offer more than tra-
ditional lessons from a textbook.

“This is a course about the his-
tory and politics of presidential cam-
paigns and it includes a presidential
campaign internship,” McLauchlan
said. “We mix the actual hands-on
campaign experience with the frame-
work of a course with scholarly read-
ings about various campaigns.”

In the past, this course has taken
students to New Hampshire for
their campaign internships.

“This year we’re going to do
something different,” McLauchlan
said. “We’re still going to include a
significant campaign internship, but
this time it’s going to be in Florida.”

“I would like to see students

‘Nov.7,2011 | crowsnestsipete.com

Students take political journey in spring2012 class -

over in Tampa for the Republican
National Convention,” she said.
“Florida is always important in the
general election. We’re a major
battleground state.”

She also hopes students will get
involved with the Obama state-wide
headquarters located in Tampa.

“All eyes are going to be on
Florida, and our students are going
to be right in the heart of what’s go-
ing on,” McLauchlan said.

McLauchlan will help her stu-
dents pick the proper internship
that fits their political ideals.

“I’ll make sure everyone has a
job that will give them experience
and that will be a good learning
opportunity regardless of where
they’re coming from politically,”
McLauchlan said.

Students may decide on a candi-
date using the appendix of the sylla-
bus, which will include all the cam-
paigns with contact information and
websites. This information will also
be available on the course website,
www.usfsp.edu/whitehouse.

Besides completing hours with

their assigned internships, students
will be expected to keep a journal
about their experiences, and com-
plete papers, like one on their find-
ings on a presidential campaign of
their choice. McLauchlan brings in
guest speakers and incorporates Sky-
pe lectures to allow for her students
to get the most out of the course.
With the 2012 presidential elec-
tion heating up, McLauchlan wants
her students to have the best learn-
ing opportunity possible. She in-
corporates the internship into the
course because she feels that stu-
dents will gain more knowledge
than from just reading the textbook
and listening to lectures.
McLauchlan has worked on six
presidential campaigns, the U.S. Su-
preme Court, and the White House.
Through this course “[students]
are not just going to see the news,
they’re going to really be the news,
be living the news,” she said.
McLauchlan may be contacted
at jsm2@usfsp.edu for additional
information on the course.
arts@crowsnesistpete.com

THE ROAD TO THE WHITE HOUSE —

CRN: 24506
SUBJECT AND COURSE NUMBER: POS 3931
SECTION: 601 e
TITLE: The Road to the White House ;
CREDITS: 3
SEATS: 22
DAYS: Tuesday/Thursday
TIME: 11 a.m - 12:25 p.m.
BUILDING: Davis
ROOM: 250 - :
INSTRUCTOR: Judithanne Scourfield McLauchlan
Her experience includes:
= six presidential campaigns
» U.S. Supreme Court
= White House
MORE INFORMATION:

Course Website: www.usfsp.edu/whitehouse
McLauchlan may be contacted at jsm2@usfsp.edu
additional information on the course. LR
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Mark Schreiner for “USFSP Students Take Road to the White House,” WUSF radio. 15 January 2012. http://www.wusf.usf.edu/news/2012/01/15/usfsp_students_take_the_road_to_the_white_house
Dr. Scourfield McLauchlan was a guest on WMNF radio, “Last Call Thursday” with Mitch Perry, 26 January 2012, 5 pm

WUSF University Beat featured the Road to the White House 2012 on WSMR 89.1 radio, WUSF 89.7 radio, and WUSF TV during the week of April 10, 2012.

http://www.wusf.usf.edu/radio/program/university_beat/episode/2012-04/road_to_the_white_house
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Campaigning for credit at USF St Pete
Students are leaming first-hand how a presidential race works.
—

The surrogate for Mitt Romney stands in the left-hand corner of Davis Hall
Room 250 on the USF-S. Pete campus, warning that a presidential
campaign isn't as glamorous as t's cracked up to be.

“You're going to have to like pizza. Lots of Coca-Cola, lots of potato
chips,” Jeff Antous says. “It's really important to hear what people have to
say... you need to ask questions, ask 'What's the reasoning behind that?"
You're going to want to take notes.”

It's a dizzying hour for the 23 students in political science professor
Judithanne Scourfield McLaughlan's “Road To The White House" class.
They're gathered on this Thursday morning two-and-a-half weeks before
the January 31 presidential primary to hear pitches from the campaigns of

SHANNA GILLETTE
virtually all of the Republicans who will be on the ballot: Romney, Paul,  cAMPAIGNING FOR CREDIT:

Perry (before he quit), Gingrich and Gary Johnson (who has quit the race ~ USF students (i to r) Michael
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Television:

“USF Students Ready to Help Presidential Campaigns,” by Erik Waxler. ABC Action News. 12 January 2012. 

http://www.abcactionnews.com/dpp/news/region_south_pinellas/st_petersburg/students-ready-to-help-presidential-campaigns
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Obama campaign leaves Mitt Romney

trailing as focus shifts to November
Shackled by the internal battle for the GOP nomination, Romney
has been closing offices in key battleground states while the
president has been firing on all cylinders for months

Ed Pilkington in Tampa and Amanda Michel in New York
guardian.co.uk, Wednesday 4 April 2012 12.05 EDT

Comments (...)





Bay News 9’s Dalia Dangerfield. “USF St Pete Students Taking ‘Race for the White House’ Class.”  13 January 2012.

http://www.baynews9.com/article/news/2012/january/369181/USF-St-Pete-students-taking-Race-for-the-White-House-2012-class#.TxAno3jBXGU.facebook
The Campaign Internship Job Fair in Road to the White House 2012 was covered by Tampa Bay’s 10.  12 January 2012.
Channel 10 News Story about Student Loan Rates, Interview with RTWH Student 

[image: image11.png]At a digital training event in St
Petersburg, Florida, about 30 people
gathered to hear a key Obama staffer
talk about the importance of Facebook
and Twitter in this year's contest. One of
the attendees was Merida Lloyd, aged
23, a graduate student at the University
of South Florida.

She was invited by the Obama campaign
in January to become one of their
"spring fellows" — a volunteer organiser
— and now spends about 15 hours a week
canvassing for the president on campus.

Lloyd has set up a university Facebook
page and has access to the central Obama
database from which she draws the
details of potential supporters in the 18
to 24 age range. "The most effective way
to reach people is to go to them," she
says. "S0 1go to the bars where they
hang out and talk to people of my own.
age group.”

Aubrey Jewett, a political scientist at the
University of Central Florida, said that
ina close race in Florida, Obama's
superiority in on-the-ground organising




Dr. Scourfield McLauchlan was a guest on NBC-6 Miami’s Florida Primary Night Coverage with reporter Steve Litz. Live at the Romney Election Night Party. 31 January 2012.

.







Note:  Links to these stories can be found on our website, www.usfsp.edu/whitehouse








