
Alumni Questionnaire 
1. Please tell us a little bit about your time in the program. When were you accepted? When did you graduate? Concentration? Thesis Topic? Favorite courses? What led you to your research?
I was enrolled in the HCS program at USF from Fall 2014 until Spring 2016. I also spent the 2016-2017 school year as an adjunct professor with the department before starting my PhD. I was accepted some time in Winter 2014. I was living in Milwaukee, Wisconsin at the time and a former professor from my undergrad had mentioned that she knew of a grad school opportunity at USF through her former colleague Brendan Cook. I applied on a whim and got in. My concentration was American Studies and I wrote my thesis under the supervision of Dan Belgrad about Western films from the 1970s (1973 to be exact!) and their depictions of public space, citizenship, and gender. Among my favorite classes were Dr. Belgrad’s 1970s US Culture class, Dr. Berish’s research methods class, Dr. Cummings’ Theories and Methods course, and Dr. Sadler’s Emotions and Affect class.
I consider myself to be a very curious person, so narrowing my research down was not easy. But during my time at USF, I was learning a lot about activism and social movements both historical and contemporary and I became interested in how those movements get reflected in popular culture which eventually led to my thesis topic.
2. Do you have any advice for future applicants?
Be curious and take advantage of the opportunity to learn as much as you can about as many things as you can. At USF I took classes every semester I was enrolled, even during my thesis semester. I got to take classes on American culture, Latin American revolutionary movements, African American social and political thought, social media discourse, and the philosophy of marriage. I made an effort to indulge my curiosity as much as possible, you never know what might be helpful or inspiring for you later on.
3. What is your current occupation (if applicable)? How did your time with USF HCS prepare you for your career after graduation?
I am currently a Term Assistant Professor of Humanities at George Mason University’s Incheon, Korea campus and a recent PhD graduate in Cultural Studies from George Mason University. Essentially, I am an instructor of interdisciplinary humanities and so much about my time at USF remains relevant for me. I got my first taste of teaching undergrads at USF and absolutely loved it. Getting to learn from and TA for some incredible teachers: Andy Berish, Brendan Cook, Maria Cizmic, Bill Cummings helped me immensely to find my voice in the classroom, learn how to lead a productive discussion, and importantly learn how to grade. This semester I am teaching three courses: Visual Culture and Society; Social Movements and Community Activism; and Social Justice and Human Rights. In many ways, the research I began at USF and my interests in activism and visual culture have remained a through line for my academic career. My dissertation was about activist museums and the ways that these museums have utilized the museum form to shape and challenge dominant historical discourse(s) and political subject formation in the US and Canada and since moving to Korea, I have expanded that research into a few East Asian case studies.
4. Tell us your favorite department memory! Favorite class? Professor that inspired you?
One of the things I loved most about the HCS department and program was how much it immediately felt like a family to me. We had a very supportive group of graduate students when I was there, and I am thankful to still consider many of them friends and colleagues.  Shoutout especially to my close friends, Mikey McDowell, Brett Phillips, and Aryn Kelly with whom I still text regularly. That camaraderie doesn’t happen automatically, and I think it is a major testament to the environment that’s been created by the many wonderful folks who work in that Cooper Hall hallway. I also want to mention Dan Belgrad again, as he has been an important cheerleader for me and now a good friend. Being in Korea, I have missed out on being able to attend the annual USF reunion at the Cultural Studies Association Conference, but I look forward to making a return appearance in the future.
5. What is something about the program that surprised you?
In hindsight, it is not that surprising, but coming from an English background, I was surprised by the amount of interdisciplinarity and how that would challenge my abilities and force me to grow in really good and important ways. My first semester, I really didn’t know what I had gotten myself in to, but over time those lessons became really valuable ones and were extremely helpful when I started my PhD.
6. Is there anything you feel is important to know about you that we haven’t asked about?
My time at USF was really transformative for me, and it was such a wonderful three-year period in my life. Anytime I get the chance to meet other USF HCS grads at conferences or wherever, I always have to restrain myself from gushing about the program too much. “I loved it there, do they love it there now? Do they understand how transformative it was for me and hopefully for them as well??” What I’m saying is: I really cherish the time I spent in the HCS program, and I hope that other students past and present recognize how special the program is, too. I wish all of my fellow graduates nothing but the best.


